SECOND SECTION

Historical Karnataka

CHAPTER I

We now proceed to describe the heritage of historical
Karnataka and assess its contribution to Indian culture.
By historical Karnataka is meant Karnataka, of whose past
we have a more definite knowledge in recorded history. The
history of Karnataka unfolds itself to us more and more
clearly as we travel in time from about the beginning of the
Christian era towards the present century. We come across
copious and varied material -inscriptional and otherwise-,
enabling us to understand in broad outline the life of
historical Karnataka in all its important phases. It is,
therefore, proposed here to deal with Karnataka culture
under three broad divisions viz. political, socio-religious
and aesthetic (inclusive of literature and the fine arts) and
to emphasize the contributions, made in these spheres of
activity.

The political culture of Karnataka cannot be apprecia-
ted fully without a knowledge of the historical back-ground,
against which that culture manifested itself. We are,
therefore, giving below a brief survey of the political history
of Karnataka, based on a study of the sources available so
far. Strangely enough, the earliest political history that we
know of is semi-religious. It refers to the relations of the
two great Mauryan*emperors with Karnataka viz. Candra-
gupta and ASoka.1 Candragupta (c 321-297 B.C), the
founder of the Mauryan empire, is said to have set foot on

1 The rule of the Nandas, prior to the Mauryas, over
Kwatala is referred to in E,C. Vol* VII, Sk. 225 of 1204